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sretirW %01
srotidEyrotSffatS 4 - 77.574,1$ 00.008,1$ 00.051,3$ 05.730,6$ 00.051.3$ 0 00.

sretirWffatS - 82.382,1$ 00.008,1$ 00.002,3$ 00.005,4$ 00.082,3$ $– 0 00.08

srecudorP 4 %72 77.574,1$ 00.007$ 57.390,4$ 05.730,6$ 00.058,3$ 57.342$+

:sremiT/srotceriD
erutaeflacirtaehT-srotceriD 5,4 - 77.574,1$ 00.521,3$ 00.006,5$ 57.810,21$ a/n a/n

evitcaretnI/VT—srotceriD - 77.574,1$ 00.521,1$ 55.452,2$ 00.000,6$ a/n a/n
sremiTteehS %71 42.302,1$ 05.260,1$ 00.009,1$ 00.762,2$ 00.005,1$ 00.004$+

:)draobyrotS(draoBnoitcudorP
draoBnoitcudorPffatS %73 77.574,1$ 83.410,1$ 00.038,1$ 00.005,2$ 00.008,1$ $+ 0 00.03

punaelCdraoBnoitcudorP %92 04.190,1$ 47.490,1$ 00.064,1$ 00.226,1$ 00.002,1$ 00.062$+
hctekSyrotS %04 04.841,1$ 00.002,1$ 98.753,2$ 00.050.3$ 00.075,2$ 11.212$–

:ngiseD
srotceriDtrA %72 90.193,1$ 00.006.1$ 00.005,2$ 00.514,4$ 00.526,2$ 00.521$–

tnempoleveDlausiV %06 82.382,1$ 00.004,1$ 00.005,2$ 00.004,4$ 00.053,2$ 00.051$+
srengiseDledoM %33 82.382,1$ 00.527$ 00.526.1$ 00.005,3$ 00.525,1$ 00.001$+

punaelC/ngiseDledoM.tssA %91 04.190,1$ 37.278$ 00.001,1$ 00.004,1$ a/n a/n
stsilytSroloC/yeKroloC %54 04.190,1$ 04.190,1$ 00.054,1$ 00.000,2$ 05.773,1$ $+ 0 05.27

:tuoyaL %91
tuoyaLretcarahC - 82.382,1$ 37.278$ 00.003,2$ 00.051,3$ 00.564,1$ 00.538$+

tuoyaLdnuorgkcaB - 82.382,1$ 52.609$ 05.509,1$ 00.004,6$ 00.098,1$ $+ 0 05.51

:IGC
srelledoM/rotaminAIGC %13 82.382,1$ 00.001,1$ 11.288,1$ 00.009,3$ 00.839,1$ $– 0 98.55

IsrotceriDlacinhceT %33 82.382,1$ 00.054,1$ 00.000,2$ 00.000,3$ 00.410,2$ $– 0 00.41
V-VI-III-IIsrotceriDlacinhceT %14 08.722,1$ 53.568$ 00.004,1$ 00.006,2$ 00.058,1$ 00.054$–

)slevellla(setarLST %61 021,1$-008$ 00.060.1$ 52.097,1$ 00.002,3$ 00.006,1$ 52.091$+
srotisopmoCD3 %14 23.751,1$ 00.046,1$ 00.520,2$ 00.694,2$ 00.760,2$ $– 0 00.24
srotisopmoCD2 %22 69.278$ 00.001,1$ 00.003,1$ 00.870,2$ 00.725,1$ 00.722$–

sretniaPlatigiD/sreuqapO %43 69.278$ 69.278$ 27.898$ 00.664.1$ 00.009$ $– 00 82.1

:dnuorgkcaB
sretniaPdnuorgkcaB %62 82.382,1$ 05.739$ 24.869,1$ 00.006,3$ 00.000,2$ $– 0 85.13

:noitaminA %12
srotaminAgnisivrepuS - 90.193,1$ 72.725,1$ 36.356,2$ 06.487,8$ 05.806,3$ 78.559$–

srotaminAretcarahC - 82.382,1$ 00.839$ 00.002,2$ 00.760,6$ 00.021,2$ $+ 0 00.08
srotaminAstceffE - 82.382,1$ 19.190,1$ 24.867,1$ 43.363,4$ 00.520,2$ 85.652$–

:noitaminAtnatsissA %51
srotaminAtnatsissAyeK %81 08.722,1$ 00.000,1$ 49.657,1$ 00.003,4$ 00.146,1$ $+ 0 49.56

stnatsissAretcarahC - 04.190,1$ 00.007$ 00.005,1$ 00.068,1$ 00.055,1$ $– 0 00.05
stnatsissAstceffE - 04.190,1$ 00.008$ 00.001,1$ 00.005,1$ 00.002,1$ 00.001$–

nwodkaerB %72 40.359$ 00.019$ 06.920,1$ 00.001,1$ 00.570,1$ $– 0 04.54
sreneewtebnI %33 04.519$ 00.009$ 04.519$ 00.002,1$ 00.009$ $+ 0 04.51

sreneewtebnIhguoR - 04.519$ 00.369$ 00.000,1$ 00.062,1$ a/n a/n

:gnikcehCnoitaminA
srennalPenecSlatigiD 4 %92 46.531,1$ 00.531,1$ 12.486,1$ 90.907,1$ 85.195,1$ $– 0 36.29

srekcehCnoitaminAlatigiD - 04.190,1$ 00.051,1$ 57.813,1$ 00.005,2$ a/n
srekcehCnoitaminA %02 04.190,1$ 00.090,1$ 00.003,1$ 00.007,1$ 00.003,1$ 0 00

:tniaP-dnA-knI
stsiledoMroloC %44 40.349$ 21.839$ 00.003,1$ 00.064,1$ 00.892,1$ $– 00 00.2

srekcehClaniF %12 21.839$ 21.839$ 05.304,1$ 00.009,1$ 00.003,1$ 00.301$+

:SNRUTERLATOT )%6.82:0002(%9.92
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Local 839 member unit-rate survey, September 2001
Staff (salaried) positions — see pages 6-7

median median change
responses minimum average* maximum since 2000*

Features, etc.:
    First draft 1 $30,000.00 n/a
    Second draft 1 $7,500.00 -$750.00
    Polish 2 $1,750.00 $5,000.00 n/a
Direct-to-video scripts 1 $55,000.00 +35,000.00
11-min. theatrical short 1 $7,500.00 n/a
10-min. theme pk. treatment 1 $1,000.00 n/a

Television Storyboards:
7 to 11 mins. 8 $2,200.00 $5,000.00 $10,000.00 n/a
18 mins. 1 $7,500.00 n/a
30 minutes, per page 2 $450.00 $700.00 +$575.00
    Per page, rough 1 $300.00 n/a
    Per page, cleanup 1 $200.00 n/a
    Per act 2 $4,500.00 $7,500.00 +$600.00
    Per 30 minutes 3 $15,000.00 $15,000.00 $22,000.00 n/a

Television Writing:
Story editing, per 1/2 hour 3 $4,000.00 $7,500.00 $9,000.00 -$2,500.00
Bibles 3 $1,000.00 $5,000.00 $10,000.00 -$2,500.00
30-min. pilot 1 $10,000.00 -$2,500.00
7 to 11 minutes 2 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 0
30-min. episode [network] 7 $4,000.00 $6,500.00 $6,500.00 0
30-min. episode [synd.] 4 $6,500.00 $6,500.00 $6,500.00 0

____________________

* The “median average” represents the middle figure when the survey results are ranked from lowest to
highest. These numbers should be viewed in the context of of the minimums and maximums reported, and
the number of responses. Categories not listed had no replies.

About the wage survey
This year’s results show the effects of industry-wide
employment downturns. The numbers shown reflect
the salaries reported as of the date the member filled
out the survey; however, many members wrote in
that they had already been informed of sizable pay
cuts effective in the near future.

Although this year’s overall percentage of returned
questionnaires is very slightly higher than last
year’s, the survey results should be read in light of
the low returns in many categories. We also noticed
an increase in survey respondents who did not list
their employer.

In comparing your salary to the figures on pages 6
and 7, it’s important to note that the survey figures
are based on a forty-hour week. Those persons

working on a so-called “on-call” basis (that is, with
a guaranteed workweek of more than forty hours)
should adjust their numbers accordingly.

For example, let’s say you receive a salary of $2,000
for a fifty-six-hour week:

Subtract 40 from your workweek ........ 56-40 = 16
Multiply by 1.5 ................................... 16*1.5 = 24
Add to 40 ............................................ 40+24 = 64
Divide salary by this number
      to get the hourly wage......$2,000/64 = $31.25
Multiple by 40 for the
      forty-hour weekly rate.....$31.25*40 = $1,250

We have posted these results on the Local 839
website at http://www.mpsc839.org, along with a
breakdown of categories by employer.


